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VAUXHALLS ON
PARADE. Some of the
30-98s that made the
homeward pilgrimage.

UTON HAS TWO ILLUSTRIOUS PASTS as well as its distinguished

I present as the home of the Vauxhall car. The straw

hats which were once this town’s staple are now all but

forgotten, but the “Prince Henry™ and the **30-98™ are more

than memories, as this admirable party, staged by the V.S.C.C.
and the manufacturers, went to show.

The last “‘real”” Vauxhall left Luton in 1928, though the aura lingered
for several years afterwards, the G.M.-built R and T types being by no
means devoid of Vintage character, while even the frankly utilitarian
“Cadet”” made as late as 1933 had a radiator which recalled greater
things. And in pre-General Motors days production was not on a large
scale, which makes it all the more creditable that over fifty examples of
“The Car Superexcellent” undertook the homeward trek to the factory.
What is more, the makers clearly believe in preserving their products,
and brought along four vehicles from their own collection—the 1904
6 h.p. light car, the 1909 16 h.p. two-seater, an early 3-litre ““Prince Henry™,
and a late-model “OE” “Velox™ four-seater. The other three ‘““Prince
Henries™ present were of the later, 4-litre, species, and comprised Laurence
Pomeroy’s D.381C. the Editorial C.117 ably conducted by John Milner,
and Kenneth Ball's C.127, once an estate 'bus!

Only one 25 h.p. “D” was present, but there was a good leavening of
23-60 h.p. OD-types, all “Kington™ tourers. At one stage, this Vauxhall
was despised by the cognoscenti as being altogether too lethargic, but
experience of one in New Zealand has revealed that they can be made to
go indecently fast. Allsop was unlucky enough to have half-shaft trouble
with his example, but to compensate for this his 1911 A-type cruised
happily all the way down from Derby, averaging 42 m.p.h. for seven miles
on MI1. An interesting 14-40 was D. A. Cooper’s 1927 saloon: Luton’s
closed cars were a lot more felicitous than those of some of their
competitors.

But it was the 30-98s that dominated the occasion, and all manner
of species were present, from very early E-types such as Geoffrey Samson’s
1919 car up to Cameron Millar’s fine “OE” Wensum, one of the last
sixteen made. Bodywork also varied—naturally the delightful “Velox™
four-seater was in the majority, but there were also four of the flared-wing
“Wensums™, Sharp’s 1925 car in natural aluminium sprouting a non-
original straight-up windscreen in place of the Vee. Herbert Radcliffe,
wha has done such good work as Registrar of the 30-98 Register, conducted
an OE with Mann Egerton bodywork, Dr. Brydson’s car had a bulbous-
backed all-weather body by Griffin of Haywards Heath, and another
OE present boasted a doorless two-seater by Mayfair. Sherwill’s 1920

BIRD'S EYE VIEW . . . of Chris Shorrock’s superb E-type ““Velox™.

The owner, John Rowley, Arthur Jeddere-Fisher, and Patricia Dames-

Longworth look knowledgeable—your reporter merely looks ignorant!
(continued on page 64)
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E-type was a tourer by Martin Walter of Folkestone—a far cry from
today’s Dormobiles, while Bardolph’s 1925 OE, which has been his sole
daily transport for many years, looked more Railton than Vauxhall,
the body and instrument panel being straight off one of these big Anglo-
Americans, even the bonnet having the correct flutes excised from it.
Mrs. Milner’s purposeful shortened E-type was crowned with a two-seater
shell which started life as part of a Riley “"Redwing”.

Several cars had been lowered: Brooke’s Vauxhall-Villiers (ex T.T.
and Raymond Mays) made a welcome reappearance, Wilson’s Carson
Special looked very low-chassis Invicta, while the late T. H. Plowman’s
OE200 was a pleasant sight. This was, of course, the car which put 107
miles into the hour at Montlhery a mere eleven years ago. Another
ex-racing machine was Geikie-Cobb’s Cambridge-registered 1923 Wensum
(appositely, with C.U.A.C. badge), which is credited with a Brooklands
lap at 108 m.p.h.

Condition ranged from rough to near-perfect original. George Milligen
has had OEI137 for thirty-eight years, and this one vied with Waring’s
OE77 for the smoothest tick-over of the day. A. I. Read has owned
OE193 since 1936, though we wonder if the factory ever painted the
flutes green (we could be proved wrong on this point). Allsop towed his
latest discovery down behind a 1928 R-type saloon; this was, of course,
the OE two-seater reported in September’s Running Commentary, and
will need a complete rebuild, as the frame has been modified to take a
Perkins diesel engine at some stage of its career.

The problem of making a 30-98 stop as well as it goes has worried
both manufacturers and owners, and standard arrangements range from
no f.w.b. at all, via the weird kidney-box compensator, up to two forms
of hydraulic actuation. The kidney-boxes are still to be found on a
surprising number of cars, plating being apparently optional, and the
last OEs of all had enormous drums which all but fill the wheels of
examples such as Southall’s OE290, and do so entirely on Millar’s
“Wensum’’, which has acquired 19-inch footwear. In many cases, however,

the aid of extraneous f.w.b. has been enlisted, origins being various—
Star on the Montagu Motor Museum’s E-type (driven by ex-owner Cecil
Clutton), Delage on Durbin’s OE, and 2-litre Lagonda (according to its
owner, a highly successful case of grafting) on Radcliffe’s car.

One can, in theory, tell an E from an OE, front brakes or not, by the
absence of beading round the inside of the radiator shell, but this doesn’t
apply in the case of the Beaulieu car, which has acquired a later cooler
in the course of its career.

Vauxhall lore was being widely discussed, and we picked up some
most interesting information from Tom Cordery, who was with Luton in
the heroic days. It would appear that the last pre-war 30-98s were fitted
with oversize fuel tanks and shipped to the factory’s depot in St. Peters-
burg. When the depot was closed down, one of these was walled up
and left there; it was still in situ in 1919, and so, in theory, may still be
somewhere in the U.S.S.R. Mr. Cordery also went out to General
Motors-Holdens in 1928, when they were assembling R-types, and recalls
that there were a lot of 30-98s in service in Victoria at that time. The
late Boyd Edkins of Sydney was still active selling Vauxhalls, and Mr.
Cordery considers it more than probable that three-fifths of all the 30-98s
made went to the Commonwealth. We Jamented the absence of the
sleeve-valve S-type from the gathering, and were told that the last dozen
of these were disposed of to the Adelphi Garage in Luton in 1928. Do
any of this rare breed of Vauxhall survive, or are they as elusive as the
Indian rope trick ?

Our thanks go to Vauxhall Motors and to Michael Marr for an admir-
able gathering; would that other manufacturers showed such a friendly
interest in their products.

The nicest car present—comparisons are odious, but the palm, in
our opinion, should go to the 1922 E-type “Velox” entered by Chris
Shorrock of supercharger fame. Off the road since 1940, it was making
its first appearance after a complete stem-to-stern overhaul occupying

many years.
M.C.S.



